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TH,E BEGINNING. 
Th" · ston· of the Sinn Fein rebellion in 

Dublin be�ins a long way ·behind Easter 
1fonday, 24th April, 1916, but for the 
purpose of giving a comprehensive narrative 
of the rising- it will suffice to begin with the 
nperntions on St. Patrick's Day, Friday, 17th 
:lfarch. On that date the Dublin Battalions 
of th" Irish Volu11teers held a. field dav jn 
the city. The different sections paraded in 
the morning at various city churches, and 
later the whole force assembled in College 
Green, where they gave a display of military 
manreuYres. concludillg with a. march past 
:llr. Eoin :\IacNeill. the President, and the 
memhei·R of the Executh·e, who had pre· 
,·iou�l.v inspected the men in the ranks. Thei;e 
operations lastr<J from 11 o'clock till 01,e 
o'el(,ck, and fot· ,tw" hoHrs the tram and 
ot11et· , ehicular •afik wa& �·c,·emptorilv _,,,,,. 
penrlcd b" the �·oluntce1·s, most ot whom 
,·ani<:d rilles e J lrn,yonets, and �hose num-
h�rs on tha! ncc3:,;ion w.ere estuyiated at 
2 000 "·h;lJ th., msp<>ction was m progress 
th" pipe I s of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions 

: u ic, and among the large crowd 
s lcafl�ts wern distributed con­
enty p'l:iin facts for Irishmen." 

111g ar& cxtral'ls :-
the natural right of the people of 

1a.tion to liaYe the free comrol of thPil' 
tiona I a ffair,, and any body of the 
s el\iitled to as,€rt thah right in th" 
the people." 
Iris! peopli ha, o not the !1;ee con­

their own nalioual affairs." 
,,on1>. ot lie hi�h people do dcRi1·e tlrnt 

fm·du!>t, a1!d �:·" i!ntitled to i:(SS�rt the 1·ight 
or t.hP, .1�t1<,n. 

"The Tri-sh Volunkers (under tl1c prcsi­
denry of Eoi.n :!l!acNcill) Pl'c pledged tc, the 
cau.,e•

.,, 
of the freedom of Ireland." 

"In raising, traitiing, arming. and c,ruip­
pi111; the Irish Vo1nnteers as a military body-, 
the men of Irelaml arc acquiring the power 
to ohtaiu tho fre0.<lom of the Irish Nation." 

"It is the duh· of crerv Irishman who de­
�ircs for his !"Olllltl'y her natura] right of free­
dom and for him�elf the natural rii;ht of a 
freeman, to he an Irish Volunteer." 

Thi� demon.traf.ion in the centre of Duhliu 
nn i'lt. Patrick'H Dav was the fint time the 
Irish Volunteer, had taken aggl'essivo ,wtion 
in daylight, but on several occ·asious during 
the• <·arly weeks of tho year they had con­
rlncl.ed night manceuvres and practised street 
figl,tin� i11 open spaces. g<'ne'rally between 
�aturday night and Sunday morning, and one 
ni�ht their operatio1111 consisted of surround­
ing the entrances to Dublin Castle. The police 


