‘The Darkest Week in the History of Dublin’.

The Easter Rising lasted less than a week (from 24 to 29 April 1916), but its repercussions extended far and wide. The Weekly Irish Times, published in Dublin on 13 May 1916 is the first edition of this paper to appear in the aftermath of this pivotal event.   It reflects the attitudes and anxieties of those who lived through, and even witnessed, the Rising.
Initially, news of the Rising was sparse as the British authorities sought to close down the insurgents’ ability to communicate with the outside world, including the all-important telegraph line to the United States. For some time also, the whole of Ireland remained under Martial Law.  Moreover, the Rising had taken place in the midst of a European war, so strict censorship was already in place.  Inevitably, newspapers were affected by the chaos and reporting restrictions.
Dublin was the focus of the Rising and, as a result of fierce street-fighting and the brutal bombardment by British gunboats and artillery, the city centre was in ruins.  It took months, in some cases years, for the city to be rebuilt.
The Weekly Times devoted much column space to the Rising – or the ‘Sinn Féin Rebellion’ as it was increasingly known. Alongside details of the Rising and news of deaths and executions, a large amount of run-of-the-mill news appeared, reinforcing the fact that, regardless of war and rebellion, everyday life had to go on. 
By the time this newspaper was published, a number of leaders of the rebellion, including Patrick Pearse and Tom Clarke, had already been executed.  This demonstrated the haste and ruthlessness with which the British authorities had reacted to the Rising. The newspaper reported that James Connolly, the trade union leader, was recovering from wounds in a prison in the Dublin Castle hospital – in fact, he had been executed on the morning of 12 May. More news about the executions is provided on Page 5. 
The scope of the Rising in Dublin is evident from the reports on Pages 2 and 3; in addition to the main republican strongholds, it is clear that auxiliary fighting took place in a number of other locations, with attempts to take over Dublin Castle and to blow up Nelson’s Pillar.   The many photographs taken in the immediate aftermath of the Rising help to give a sense of the devastation reeked on Dublin. This is reinforced by an article on Page 4, ‘The Heart of Dublin devoured in Furious Conflagrations’.
Articles on Page 3 provide an insight into how the support for the Rising extended beyond the capital city - with raids and arrests being made in Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Kilkenny, Meath, Tyrone, Wexford etc.  Interestingly, there is also an article on ‘Belfast’s sympathy with the sufferers’ and another on arrests made in that city.
Page 5 provides a report of the marriage of one of the insurgents, Joseph Plunkett, to his fiancé, Grace Gifford, in Kilmainham Jail.  A few hours later, Joseph was executed. Grace’s loss was poignantly captured in the headline, ‘Wife and widow in one night’.  At this stage, public protests were being made against the executions. Other articles on this page tell of the dramatic capture of Sir Roger Casement, only days before the Rising.
The resignation of the administration in Dublin Castle is featured on Page 6. Their departure left a power vacuum in the government of Ireland which was partially filled by the draconian Sir John Maxwell, who is also featured on this page.  Further news of the aftermath of the Rising is provided on Page 7, including a report, ‘James Connolly a Prisoner’.
Pages 8  to 12  provide an eclectic mixture of local and national news, including ‘exam results’,   ‘women’s work’, ‘goat keeping in Ireland’,  ‘poultry keeping’, ‘The Dublin Spring Flower Show’, and even a ‘joke corner’ and an article entitled, ‘The Lighter Side of the Revolution’( both on Page 11).  Advertisements appear throughout the paper – for fur coats, whiskey, cigarettes, pianos, hair restorer and ‘Widow Welch’s female pills’-   which tell us much about day-to-day life in Ireland.  There is a sprinkling of stories relating to the Rising and other serious issues, for example, ‘How the Rebels were fed’ on Page 9 and ‘Missing Relatives’ on Page 12.
This newspaper captures a moment in time – a moment in which, despite elements of normalcy, Ireland had ‘changed, changed utterly’ (W. B. Yeats, 1916).  
Christine Kinealy

An original edition of The Weekly Times features in Ireland’s Great Hunger Institute exhibition, ‘The Seed of the People. 1916 Remembered’, from 23 March to 30 September 2016. It is curated by Dr. Christine Kinealy and Dr. Michael Chiarappa, working in collaboration with the Arnold Bernhard Library.  For more details see:
 www.quinnipiac.edu/1916-seed

Corrections 
p. 1 – spelling of Birrell  (r missing)
p. 2  bombardment spelled incorrectly
p. 3   Tyroke should be Tyrone
p. 5 – spelling of Countess  (s missing) 
	apostrophe after Tuesday – should that be a semi-colon?
	Commission mis-spelt (s missing)
p. 6 spelling of Glasnevin
p. 12  space after boat;
answers is spelled incorrectly
